
195Chapter 6  •  An Introduction to Policing

CRIMINAL JUSTICE  
and COLLEGE STUDENTS
CAMPUS POLICE OFFICERS

Select a college or university that you know 
something about (it could be one you attend or 
another one). Write down how many officers you 
think work in that college or university’s police 
department. Do you believe that this is a small, 

medium, or large department? Next, find the campus 
police department on the college’s website. Is the 
department organized in a way that you expected it 
to be organized? Discuss what you found with your 
classmates.

can be divided into five general categories (see Table 6.2). The first category 
is the special jurisdiction of a building or facility, such as public hous-
ing, a hospital, public schools, or universities (see the “Criminal Justice 
and College Students” box in this chapter). The second category includes 
natural resource officers, often known as game wardens. These officers 
typically have statewide jurisdiction but are assigned to a specific county 
or state park. A third category is transportation system and facility police. 
These are police departments that serve airports, mass transit systems, or 
ports. The fourth category includes criminal investigation agencies that 
have a specific focus, such as fraud investigators; fire marshals who con-
duct arson investigations; or revenue enforcement, which enforces the laws 
against tax violations. The fifth category covers special enforcement police 
agencies that enforce very specific laws, such as alcohol laws, gaming laws, 
or agricultural laws.

Tribal Police
Another category of police in the United States that does not fit neatly 
into any of the other categories is that of tribal police.42 Many of the 
Native American tribes in the United States have their own sovereign land, 

Types of Special Jurisdiction Law Enforcement Agencies, 
by Number and Full-Time Sworn PersonnelTABLE 6.2

TYPE NUMBER OF AGENCIES FULL-TIME SWORN PERSONNEL

Public Buildings/Facility 1,126 21,418

Natural Resources 246 14,571

Transportation Systems/Facilities 167 11,508

Criminal Investigation 140 7,310

Special Enforcement 54 2,161

Total 1,733 56,968

tribal police: Police agencies 
that oversee law enforcement 
on Native American 
reservations.
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